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address receive notification emails as each 
new edition of Westerly’s Witness is posted 
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copy of our newsletter via the U.S. mail in 
addition the online version, there will be no 
change to your regular paper mailings unless 
you request it.  If you would like to go 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Thomas J. Gulluscio, Jr. 
 

Hello dear friends,  
 

     With Thanksgiving in our rearview mirror we can 
now prepare to wrap up what has been an exciting and 
very productive year for all of us at your Westerly 
Historical Society. The board of directors has been 
very busy the past eleven months with a refreshing 
new line-up of programs brought to you by Becky and 
Bob our program co-chairpersons. Our special events 
this past year began with our well attended annual 
meeting in May and our first ever regional History Fair 
in September that turned out to be extremely well 
attended and very popular among our peers in the 
historical societies and museum circles. Finally, our 
first attempt hosting a “How Well Do You Know 
Westerly?” trivia contest recently held on November 
4th as a fundraising event, turned out to be the perfect 
way to cap off an amazing season.  
 

     All we do, we do for the betterment of your 
historical society and we are quite proud to think we 
scored well this year. With Christmas quickly 
approaching please consider gifting a membership to 
the Westerly Historical Society to a friend, family 
member or co-worker this year. As a member you are 
certainly aware of the benefits of being a WHS 
member such as receiving the always entertaining and 
educational newsletter, invitation to all our programs 
and annual dinner and our new WHS logo decal to 
proudly display on your vehicle, home or business 
window. Memberships are very affordable at $20 for 
an individual or $30 for a family. And remember we 
offer a wonderful line up of local history publications 
written by past and current board members Dwight 
Brown, Thomas O'Connell and Zack Garceau. Look 
for these on our web site or the Savoy Book Store.  
      

     Stay well until we meet again,     
                            Tom 

Editor’s Notes            by Ann L. Smith 
 

Just a quick reminder, membership renewal letters 
were mailed during October.  If you have not already 
done so, please renew your membership by December 
31st.   Memberships can be renewed electronically by 
logging on to our website at  
https://westerlyhistoricalsociety.org/membership/ 
using a credit card or PayPal.   

 

     We hope you enjoy this holiday issue of 

Westerly’s Witness. Many thanks go to Bob Peacock 
and Zachary Garceau for providing most of the content 
this time and to Tom O’Connell whose books greatly 
assisted our October speaker with her content.      
 

     As we move ever closer to the holiday season, we 
hope you will take time to reflect on the past, give 
thanks, and celebrate all that is good in your lives.  
Whatever your holiday and no matter your faith, the 
entire executive board wishes you our sincerest and 
warmest blessings now and in the coming new year.  
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Ronnie Gardiner, A Westerly Legend- Part 2 
By Zachary J. Garceau 

 

     When we last left Ronnie Gardiner, it was January, 
1963 and he was preparing to meet with Poul Hansen, 
a Danish band promoter who was looking to book 
Ronnie and his (then non-existent) band.  To resolve 
his first major concern, Ronnie spoke with local 
musicians in Copenhagen and obtained the phone 
numbers for several other musicians in the hopes that 
they would join the band he needed to form.  By a 
stroke of luck, he eventually ran into a journalist he 
knew out on the street which led to the addition of the 
journalist’s girlfriend, a popular vocalist from 
Minnesota named Rosita Thomas, to the orchestra. 
 

     The audition on 2 January 1963 went about as well 
as anyone could have hoped and Poul Hansen loved 
the orchestra’s music. He immediately arranged for 
Ronnie and his friend and bandmate from back home 
in Rhode Island, Joe Cravinho, to get Danish work 
permits and signed the orchestra to a three month 
contract to perform six nights per week. The first three 
months went off without a hitch, but there was still 
one final hurdle to overcome.   
 

     According to Danish law at the time, Americans 
could not stay in the country for more than six months, 
meaning that unless he became a citizen, Ronnie 
would need to leave by the summer of 1963.  This 
problem was resolved by a stroke of good fortune 
combined with the band’s musical skill. In 
Copenhagen, the band was approached by a manager 
from Sweden named Sven Fors who wanted to book 
Ronnie’s band in Stockholm for the summer. After a 
brief trip around the European circuit which took him 
as far away as Majorca, Ronnie Gardiner made his 
way to Stockholm, the city that has remained his home 
ever since. 
 

     In Stockholm, the band served as the entertainment 
for the opening night of a new club, Club Opera.  This 
gig would open many doors for Ronnie as that opening 
night became one of his signature performances.  Once 
he was settled in Stockholm, Ronnie continued to 
perform at jazz clubs and became well-known locally. 
Since his relocation to Sweden, he has recorded more 
than eighty albums over the last six decades.  Ronnie 
continued to travel across Europe and perform, but it 
was on one particular trip eighteen years after he first 
arrived that the trajectory of his career would be 
changed forever. 
 

     In 1980, while on a trip to the Canary Islands, 
Ronnie and his fiancée were brutally attacked by an 
acquaintance.  Ronnie was able to fight the man off, 
but tragically, his fiancée did not survive. Distraught,  

  

Ronnie Gardiner as he 

appeared in a 2022 

promotional photo for 

a European event. He 

was in Westerly, Rhode 

Island this summer to 

celebrate his 90
th

 

birthday. 

 

Photo: Harald Wallén 

 

    
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Gardiner had resolved to jump into a river and 
take his own life, but on the way to do so, he saw a 
young boy with no arms and no legs who smiled 
despite his circumstances.  This encounter proved to 
him that he had more to live for and he became 
determined to use his time on this Earth to help others. 
 

     Over the next several years, Ronnie studied how 
the human brain functions and in doing so, he 
developed the Ronnie Gardiner Method which uses 
colors, symbols, words, and rhythm to help restore 
brain functions in those who have suffered brain 
injuries such as a stroke or are afflicted with 
Parkinson’s Disease and other conditions.   
 

     While he has resided in Stockholm for the last six 
decades, Ronnie has returned to Westerly many times, 
and every time he is able to draw quite a crowd.  In 
1990, for example, his performance at the Summer 
Pops in Wilcox Park was seen by more than 30,000 
people.  Ronnie’s work has been widely recognized in 
Sweden and across Europe bringing him several 
notable awards and tributes.  On 22 May 2001, he 
became the only non-Scandinavian to be awarded the 
St. Erik’s Medal, which, according to the city of 
Stockholm, is awarded to “Stockholmers who, through 
their activities or efforts, are considered deserving of 
such an award from the city” and is the highest honor 
awarded by his city of residence. He has also been 
awarded the Louis Armstrong Scholarship (2015) and 
the Mensa Sweden Award (2012), the latter of which 
specifically cited his work on the Ronnie Gardiner 
Method as the reason for his selection. 
 

     When I asked Ronnie what his favorite city to play 
was, he was not able to give me a definitive answer 
because, quite simply, he has been almost anywhere  

(Continued on Page 7) 
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Program Review: The History of Education in Westerly 
By Robert A. Peacock 

      

     On Wednesday, October 12th, Jane Perkins 
presented an informative presentation on the History 
of Education in Westerly. What follows are the 
highlights of her presentation.  
 

     Throughout history, Westerly residents have made 
changes to the education system to meet the needs of 
their community.  Thanks to the publications of Tom 
O’Connell and the Westerly Historical Society’s 
records, we can know more about Westerly’s rich 
educational history. 
 

     The most widely accepted date for the 
establishment of a school in Westerly is 1792, when 
“the red schoolhouse” was established by the 
Pawcatuck Schoolhouse Company on what is today 
Union Street.  The schoolhouse, which came to be 
known as the Pawcatuck Academy, was a private 
boys’ elementary school. Girls were still educated at 
home. 
 

     In June 1799, “An Act to Establish Free Schools” 
was passed in Rhode Island.  This act stipulated the 
number of schools each town was required to  
maintain and set down the number of months each was 
required to be open per year.  The act stated that 
Westerly must establish the equivalent of three free 
schools for a total of four months each year.   
 

     In 1816, a group of Westerly residents formed a 
school of higher education called the Union 
Academy.  It was located on Union Street where the 
Westerly Fire Department stands today. Its charter 
stipulated that a committee of three shareholders 
would periodically inspect and report on the school 
and the work of the headmaster, thus establishing the 
town’s first school committee.  The first headmaster of 
the Union Academy was Charles P. Otis, who received 
a $400 annual salary his first year. The committee 
increased Mr. Otis’ salary to $500 to show their 
approval of his work. That school closed in 1836. 
 

     Beginning in the 1820s, Westerly divided itself into 
public school districts, and by 1828, Westerly had six 
schoolhouses that were each limited to 30 students and 
open year-round. In 1836 the Westerly Institute was 
built on the site of the Union Academy building and 
was used for elementary and intermediate grades until 
it became a private school in 1858. American Hall was 
built in 1853 as a high school and could accommodate 
150 students. 
 

     The Elm Street School was built in 1869 as a four-  

 

year high school, and classes began the next year in 
English, mathematics, music, art, American history, 
Latin, Greek and a number of other foreign 
languages. That same year, the school committee 
decided to build a physics and chemistry laboratory at 
the high school to enhance the curriculum. 
 

     In 1899, Harriet H. Wilcox donated property to the 
town for a new high school. The new school opened in 
1903 with 180 students and six teachers. The school 
offered a full range of academic classes and business 
courses such as bookkeeping, typewriting and 
commercial law.  By 1913, the school changed its 
curriculum to accommodate students who were not 
planning to go to college. Two-year courses for future 
mechanics and students of business administration 
began. Another program restricted to boys provided 
preparation for college degrees in science and 
engineering.  
 

     World War I and the influenza epidemic of the war 
years impacted education in Westerly. Superintendent 
Willard H. Bacon referred to these effects as the 
“broken school year” In his 1919 report to the school 
committee, Bacon advised the committee to bring the 
high school’s industrial courses into compliance with 
the 1917 Smith-Hughes Act, which provided federal 
aid to the states for promoting vocational education in 
agricultural and industrial trades and in home 
economics. 
 

     To relieve overcrowding, the Babcock Junior High 
School was built in 1931 housing seventh, eighth and 
ninth graders. The high school’s industrial school was 
also moved to the new building.  The population 
continued to increase and the Governor Samuel Ward 
High School was built in 1937 and welcomed 540 
students, the largest number ever enrolled in the high 
school.  In 1940, the old high school was razed and the 
land was added to Wilcox Park.  
 

     During World War II  enrollment declined. Courses 
specified by the War Department were added, such as 
ship work, elementary aeronautics, and radio. At the 
war’s end, enrollment increased and the high school 
again adjusted its curriculum to meet the needs of the 
workforce. 
 

     From the 1960s until the present day, the Westerly 
Public Schools have continued to transform to meet 
the needs of its residents.  
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Trivia Contest A Success 
      

     Six teams competed in the November 4th “How 
Well Do You Know Westerly?” trivia contest held at 
the Windjammer Surf Bar in Westerly. Prizes were 
awarded to the three highest-scoring teams, and a 
great evening was enjoyed by all who attended.  
      

 
 

First place team winners are shown above. The 
participants were (clockwise from left) Meg Barclay, 
Tony Smith, Bruce Titterington, Ellen Madison, 
Barbara Fallon, and Jan Tunney. Each received a $50 
gift certificate to the Haversham restaurant. 

 
 

 
 

The “Mostly Out of Towners” team were the runners 
up, taking second place in the competition. Second-
place finishers included Lou Toscano and 
DonnaCelico (left), Brad Benson (in front) and Judy 
Toscano (center). Maria and Marc Bernier are shown 
at right. They each were awarded a book of their 
choosing from the Westerly Historical Society 
collection of publications. 
 

 

The Grey Sail Brewery 
team took third prize. 
Pictured are Renee 
and David Burbine 
(left), Michelle and Neil 
Natzel (front), and 
Alan and Jennifer 
Brinton (rear). Each 
earned a free 
membership to the 

Westerly Historical Society. 
________________________________________________________ 

Program Review: Haunted 
Legends and Lore of Westerly 

By Robert A. Peacock 
On Wednesday, November 9th, Courtney McInvale 
Reardon provided an interesting presentation on the 
history of the Haunted Legends and Lore of Westerly. 
 

     Her presentation included a discussion of the many 
legends and lore of unusual and unexplained 
occurrences that have occurred in Westerly, many of 
which have been documented in Frederic Denison’s 
1878 book, Westerly and Its Witnesses. 
 

     Courtney McInvale Reardon is an author, historian, 
storyteller, guide, and founder of Seaside Shadows 
based in Mystic, Connecticut. Her company offers 
walking tours and boat tours throughout the southern 
New England region including a new tour covering 
downtown Westerly. She is a licensed tour guide, a 
published author, and a descendant of accused witches. 
In addition to tours and lectures, she has written three 
books including Haunted Mystic, Revolutionary War 

Ghosts of Connecticut, and Civil War Ghosts of 

Connecticut. 
 

     Courtney provided an exciting, thought-provoking, 
and spooky presentation while at the same time 
providing historical information to corroborate the 
strange and haunting events that have occurred within 
Westerly. Her stories included a comparison to Salem 
Connecticut and how the witches of Salem were 
actually innocently accused while in Westerly, the 
witches were actually self-professed witches. 
 

     She weaved fascinating tales of Westerly 
supernatural history including the legends of Granny 
Mott, Rebecca Simms, James MacDonald, and others 
while incorporating local historical facts and features. 
The program was well received and very timely as it 
occurred just a few weeks after Halloween. 
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Historic Cemetery #1 Project Results 
By Robert A. Peacock 

From the Archives 
By Zachary J. Garceau 

     Our cemetery rehabilitation project that focused on 
Westerly Cemetery #1, owned and maintained by the 
Westerly Historical Society, is virtually complete. 
 

     The project began in May with an initial clearing of 
the heavy brush between the cemetery and Route 1 to 
create a direct path followed by several visits to find, 
clean, and reset stones.  During the summer, we 
removed and repaired a broken stone, removed and 
reset eleven sunken or leaning stones, located and 
reset nine hidden stones that were completely hidden 
below ground, and cleaned all of the carved stones. 
 

     After gaining approval at a special meeting of the 
membership, a landscaper was hired to create a safe 
walkway directly from the road by filling in the deep 
gully with 27 yards of fill, topping it with four yards 
of loam, and finishing it with sod. 
 

     The Westerly Historical Society is grateful to all 
who assisted along the way including Tom Gulluscio, 
Bob Peacock, Bob Boucher, Becky Jacoinski, Russell 
Soder, Cory Jacobsen, Ed Fazio, Brenda Linton, and 
others.  We were also assisted significantly by the 
efforts of Larry Hunter, a Westerly resident and a 
member of the Rhode Island Advisory Commission on 
Historical Cemeteries. His expertise and guidance, as 
well as his many, many hours of volunteer work were 

very much 
appreciated. 
 

     The work 
complements 
the continued 
efforts of 
Denise Siravo 
Lucey who 
owns the 
neighboring 
properties and 

pays for landscapers to tend to the cemetery and 
surrounding areas on a regular basis. Denise has 
graciously committed to having her landscapers 
maintain the new path.  The only work left is to move 
the identification sign closer to Route 1 and to finish 
resetting two of the largest head stones. 
 

     We encourage all of our members to stop by and 
view the work which was made made possible in part 
by their membership dues.  The cemetery entrance is 
on the southbound side of route 1 just before the turn 
off to the Haversham Restaurant. 

     Recently, we acquired several new items from the  
Westerly Police Department which was facilitated by 
Westerly Historical Society president, Tom Gulluscio. 
We received a full police uniform set and jacket dated 
to 1965 as well as two walkie-talkies from the 1990s. 
 

     I recently created a reference library in the 
basement of the Carriage House for board members 
which is comprised of books, pamphlets, and other 
paper items in our collection that were duplicates.  
This will help streamline the research efforts our board 
members who can access these materials via a sign-out 
sheet which will be available shortly. 
 

     Monthly meeting documents have now been 
organized into our collection. I went through the 
folders and made note of which months were missing 
and reprinted and filed them to ensure we have at least 
one copy of all documents from each month.  These 
would include meeting minutes, treasurer’s reports, 
and any documents submitted during meetings to be 
filed for the record. 
 

     We have made some progress in our backlog of the 
donations from 2021 and 2022, but this is still an 
ongoing process. Accession records are expected to be 
caught up by the end of the year so that we can keep 
pace for 2023. 
 

     We are still gathering information on the upgrade 
of our Past Perfect software. The enhanced version of 
this program will allow us greater flexibility in 
maintaining the archives and has the potential to store 
membership records as well.  Although no decision 
has been made to migrate the membership database 
into Past Perfect, the option exists if the membership 
chairperson and the board at large would like to 
explore that possibility. 
 

     Lastly, we received a generous donation of vintage 
books on Westerly’s history from Madeline Comrie, 
an attendee at the Regional History Fair held in 
September.  This collection includes two of the most 
well-known works regarding Westerly’s history: 
Westerly and Its Witnesses by Denison and Westerly, 

The Town That Saved a State by Mary Agnes Best. 
The Denison book is freely available electronically, 
but obtaining an original of this 1878 work in good 
condition is a wonderful addition to our archives. See 
the next page (“Follow-Up: Regional History Fair”) 
for more details about this donation. 
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Follow-Up: Regional History Fair 
By Robert A. Peacock 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

Join us forJoin us forJoin us forJoin us for    

Christmas at theChristmas at theChristmas at theChristmas at the    

BabcockBabcockBabcockBabcock----Smith HouseSmith HouseSmith HouseSmith House    

Holiday BoutiqueHoliday BoutiqueHoliday BoutiqueHoliday Boutique    

Saturday, December 10, 2022Saturday, December 10, 2022Saturday, December 10, 2022Saturday, December 10, 2022    

9 a.m.  ~ Noon9 a.m.  ~ Noon9 a.m.  ~ Noon9 a.m.  ~ Noon    

124 Granite Street, Westerly124 Granite Street, Westerly124 Granite Street, Westerly124 Granite Street, Westerly    

    

Take Home Our Popular Take Home Our Popular Take Home Our Popular Take Home Our Popular     

Cookie PlattersCookie PlattersCookie PlattersCookie Platters, , , ,     

And Homemade BiscottiAnd Homemade BiscottiAnd Homemade BiscottiAnd Homemade Biscotti    

Visit Visit Visit Visit Joshua's Store and Joshua's Store and Joshua's Store and Joshua's Store and     

Play Our Gift Certificate Play Our Gift Certificate Play Our Gift Certificate Play Our Gift Certificate Raffle Raffle Raffle Raffle     

    

Free HFree HFree HFree Hot ot ot ot CCCCider, ider, ider, ider, MMMMuffins uffins uffins uffins     

Gourmet Soup andGourmet Soup andGourmet Soup andGourmet Soup and    

Museum ToursMuseum ToursMuseum ToursMuseum Tours     

     The Westerly Historical Society hosted a Regional 
History Fair on September 14th in the Terrace Room of 
the Westerly Library. Approximately 150 people 
attended the two-hour event which was created to 
showcase the numerous historical societies and 
museums in the region and to allow a unique 
opportunity for the public to meet and greet the 
members of these various organizations while learning 
about their membership opportunities and viewing 
some of their favorite treasured artifacts. (For a full 
recap of this event, please see the October, 2022 
edition of Westerly’s Witness.) 
 

     In addition to promoting the Westerly Historical 
Society and gaining new members, the Regional 
History Fair resulted in a very generous donation to 
our archives.  
      

     Marilyn Comrie of Mystic attended the event and 
brought four old books which had been in her family 
for many years. She had been actively seeking a new 
home for the books when she learned of our event and 
generously donated them to our collection. 
  

     The four books included a 1973 copy of Shipwrecks 

on the Shores of Westerly by Margaret Woodbury 
Carter, a 1950 copy of Westerly’s Oldest Witness by 
Ralph Bolton Cooney, a 1943 copy of The Town That 

Saved a State – Westerly by Mary Agnes Best, and an 
1878 copy of Westerly and Its Witnesses by Frederic 
Denison. 

     As always, we appreciate such generous and 
thoughtful donations.  
 

___________________________________________ 

Ronnie Gardiner – Part 2  
(Continued from Page 3) 

imaginable.  He has performed and offered training 
sessions on the Ronnie Gardiner Method in thirty-eight 
countries including Greece, Portugal, New Zealand, 
Canada, and he was scheduled to hold training 
sessions in Russia prior to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  It 
is clear in listening to Ronnie Gardiner speak about his 
life’s work that he has had a significant impact on the 
world and has helped countless individuals recover 
from injuries.   
 

     His story is one that should be heard by all, and for 
this reason, I am proud to be able to bring it to you, our 
readers.                                                                ZJG 
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In Memoriam-

Andre Boris 
    
Andre Boris passed away at 
home on October 30, 2022. 
He  was 92. “Andy” was the 
son of Anna (Sologub) and 
Stephan Boris, who had 

emigrated from the region of Russia now known as 
Belarus in the early 1900s. He attended Westerly High 
School, graduating in 1948, then entered the 
University of Rhode Island majoring in engineering. 
After two years at URI he joined the military to 
support the U.S. efforts in the Korean war.  
 

     Andy served for four years in the United States Air 
Force and attained the rank of Staff Sergeant. After his 
honorable discharge, he completed his degree at URI 
and graduated in 1957 with a degree in mechanical 
engineering. He married Marilyn Panciera and they 
remained in Westerly for the rest of their lives. 
Marilyn predeceased Andy in 2019.   

     He worked in R&D for two years at Electric Boat 
in Groton, Connecticut, then transferred to the 
Department of the Navy, Supervisor of Shipbuilding 
in 1962 where he worked until he retired in 1993. 
 

     Mr. Boris chaired the Westerly Conservation 
Commission for 15 years in the 1990s and early 2000s 
and was instrumental in the development of the trail 
system in the Town Forest. He took particular pride in 
creating the trail to the Pawcatuck River and in the 
granite trail markers that still stand today.  He loved to 
frequent his favorite spots in downtown Westerly and 
was a friend to the staff at Grey Sail Brewery. Mr. 
Boris enjoyed reminiscing about some of the places in 
the old north end of Westerly and contributed to our 
knowledge of the (now defunct) Westerly Macaroni 
Manufacturing Company.  
 

     Andy is survived by his daughter Christine, her 
husband Will, two grandchildren, a great-grandchild, 
his two nephews, and a niece. 
 

     Mr. Boris was interred with full military honors on 
November 5, 2022 at River Bend Cemetery. 
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