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Westerly Library Terrace Room
This public event will showcase the numerous
historical societies and museums in the region and will
allow a unique opportunity for the public to meet and
greet members of these various organizations while
learning about membership opportunities and viewing
some of their favorite treasured artifacts.
Free and open to the public.

Wednesday, October 12, 2022

6:30 PM – 7:30 PM
“The History of Education
in Westerly”
This presentation will include a discussion of the
history of education in Westerly and describe in detail
what it was like to be a student in the late 1800s and
early 1900s. Speaker Jane C. Perkins taught first grade
in Westerly before becoming the Lower School
Principal at Claiborne Pell Elementary School in
Newport. She later returned to Westerly to work as a
math interventionist in the Westerly school system and
serves as a Professor of Education at the University of
Rhode Island.

~~~
Wednesday Programs Are Held
at the Carriage House
of the Babcock-Smith House Museum unless
otherwise noted.
124 Granite Street, Westerly, RI
Free Admission
Complimentary Refreshments

Westerly’s
Witness
Published by the Westerly Historical Society
P. O. Box 91, Westerly, RI 02891, seven times per
year in January, March, April, June, September,
October and November
The mission of the Westerly Historical Society is to
research, study, and preserve the local history in
our community. We are a dedicated, all-volunteer,
non-profit organization that owns numerous
historical artifacts and an extensive photographic
collection.

CONTACT US
President Thomas J. Gulluscio, Jr.
WHSPresident@gmail.com
Vice President and Archivist Zachary J. Garceau
WHSArchivist@gmail.com
Membership Robert Boucher
WHSMembership@gmail.com
Programs Robert Peacock and Becky Jacoinski
WHSPrograms@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor Ann L. Smith
WHSNewsletterEditor@gmail.com
Social Media Coordinator Stephen Cersosimo

Find us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/WesterlyHistoricalSociety/

EDITOR’S NOTES
Ann L. Smith
What an amazing and busy season we have had
here at the Westerly Historical Society! It seems hard
to imagine what the next few months will be like
without a continuous focus on planning for and
reporting on our activities. With the annual dinner
now behind us, our board members all will be
enjoying a well-deserved break from the business of
keeping things running at WHS.
But even as we welcome the chance to kick back
and relax, some of our folks will be doing some light
planning for our fall lineup of activities. We all are
looking forward to our Regional History Fair
scheduled for September 14th at the Westerly Library,
and another town-wide trivia night is already on the
drawing board. Of course, we still open the mail,
monitor our email accounts, and take time to update
our Facebook page. Board member Stephen
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Cersosimo has dived into the job of maintaining our
social media presence this year, and the results of his
efforts are nothing short of amazing.
As for our email, we heard from our October 2021
program speaker, Martin Podskoch, that the first
annual dinner/luncheon of the Rhode Island 39 Club
will be held on October 15, 2022 at Finn’s Harborside
in East Greenwich. For those who missed the October
presentation, the Rhode Island 39 Club is a loose-knit
group of folks who have visited all 39 cities and towns
in the state. The book, Rhode Island 39 Club: Your
Passport and Guide to Exploring Rhode Island, serves
as a guide and “passport” where people can document
their visits to various places by having any of the
townspeople sign their pages. For more information,
contact Marty Podskoch 860-267-2442
or podskoch@comcast.net. The dinner is open to
anyone regardless of the number of places one has
visited.
We also heard from Meg Barclay who followed up
with us on C.B. Cottrell & Sons. In our April issue, we
quoted the University of Delaware whose special
collections webpage states that “The C. B. Cottrell &
Sons Company was founded in Westerly, Rhode
Island, in 1855…” Most Westerly locals know that the
C. B. Cottrell & Sons Company operated in
Pawcatuck Connecticut, and that the Cottrells lived in
Rhode Island during much of their lives. Meg astutely
pointed out that, although our explanation of
Pawcatuck as sometimes regarded to be part of
Westerly was good, the U. S. Postal Service used the
Westerly Post Office as a distribution point for mail
going to Pawcatuck. Meg writes, “In the olden days
when I was a girl there were no zip codes. Cottrell
was always listed as a Westerly company because that
was their address. My dad was marketing vicepresident and a director of Cottrell, then Harris
Graphics, for most of his adult life.” A quick search
showed that C. B. Cottrell & Sons Co. was indeed a
Connecticut Corporation.
This month’s issue of Westerly’s Witness is packed
with information and history, so we hope you will
perhaps take it to the beach or enjoy it whenever you
find a bit of time to relax. Be sure to save the dates of
our upcoming Wednesday programs and take note of
the Avondale Chapel’s upcoming anniversary event on
August 21st. See their announcement on Page 7.
Our annual dinner was a delightful affair and a
brief recap is shown on the next page. For now, we
wish you all a wonderful summer and look forward to
seeing you in the fall.
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Annual Meeting Held; Awards Conferred
By Ann L. Smith
The Westerly Historical Society held its annual
meeting on May 26, 2022 at the Haversham where
fifty-six members and guests gathered to enjoy a
delicious buffet dinner and elect new officers for the
coming two-year term. Westerly Historical Society
President, Thomas J. Gulluscio, Jr. was re-elected,
Zachary J. Garceau was confirmed as vice-president,
and board member Cory Jacobson was voted in as
secretary. The position of treasurer remains vacant as
the search for a suitable candidate continues.
Tom Gulluscio presented a slideshow that
highlighted our organization’s achievements during
2021, and several of the committee chairs gave brief
oral presentations recapping their accomplishments. In
addition to reviewing the organization’s activities over
the previous year, the speakers all showed a high level
of enthusiasm in discussing their plans for the coming
season. For example, the programs committee is
planning a Regional History Fair for September, and
two excellent presentations during October and
November. The financial side will focus on its
continuing support for community projects that
highlight our local history, and exploring options for
grants.

lecturer at the Westerly Historical Society. A recap of
his most recent talk can be found on Page 5 of this
edition of Westerly’s Witness.
Hugh Barton won his share of the 2022 History
Award for his tireless efforts in researching and
documenting stories related to the Westerly granite
industry. Hugh is descended from Horace William
Barton who, along with John B. Lazzari, founded
Lazzari and Barton Monuments in 1887. Hugh Barton
and Joseph Fusaro were each awarded $250 for their
efforts.

JULIA AWARD WINNER, NINA WRIGHT
PICTURED AT RIGHT: THOMAS J. GULLUSCIO, JR.
PHOTO: STEPHEN CERSOSIMO, GRANITE PHOTO

Nina Wright, pictured above, was the recipient of
this year’s Julia Award. Unlike the history award, the
“Julia” recipient is selected by the members of the
Westerly Historical Society executive board, and is
bestowed on an individual who has made a major
contribution to the preservation of Westerly’s history.
In her role as head research librarian at the Westerly
Library, Nina Wright has shown a remarkable
dedication to preserving and sharing the many kinds of
local history materials available at the library.
HISTORY AWARD RECIPIENTS, JOSEPH F. FUSARO, JR. (LEFT) AND
HUGH BARTON (RIGHT). AT THE CENTER IS WESTERLY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESIDENT, THOMAS J. GULLUSCIO, JR.
PHOTO: STEPHEN CERSOSIMO, GRANITE PHOTO

This year’s Annual History Award was shared by
two recipients, Joseph F. Fusaro, Jr. and Hugh Barton.
Joseph Fusaro teaches social studies at Westerly
Middle School and is the long-serving assistant fire
chief of the Westerly Fire Department. He was
nominated for his voluminous documentation of
Westerly’s fires and the histories of the people who
served with the department. Joe Fusaro has also
presented two programs in recent years as a guest
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Upon receiving her award, Nina offered a few
comments about her role as research librarian. She
shared with the audience a list of the kinds of things
one can expect to find when visiting the local history
room at the Westerly Library. As a special collection,
the local history room is maintained as part of the
Research Department. The list of material housed
there includes: vertical files stored by subject, town
directories, yearbooks, cemetery records, scrapbooks,
and more. The local history room is monitored by a
staff of volunteers, and Nina made an appeal for
additional volunteers so that the library might expand
the hours during which the public has access.
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Notes on Cleanup at Westerly Historic Cemetery #1
By Robert Peacock
On May 14th, 2022 Tom Gulluscio, Bob Peacock,
Becky Jacoinski, Russell Soder, and Cory Jacobson
assisted with cleaning Westerly Historic Cemetery #1
located near the Haversham Restaurant on Route 1.
The volunteers cut a new direct access path to the
cemetery through the thick brush from Route 1. The
sign marker was also moved to a better location and
the brush was cut back to allow better visibility from
the road. (Photos courtesy of Robert Peacock.)

THE FOOTPATH COMPLETED

VOLUNTEERS INVITE THE PUBLIC TO HELP

Larry Hunter, a Westerly resident and board
member of the Rhode Island Historical Cemeteries
Commission was on site and met with board member
Brenda Linton to discuss local historic cemeteries.
Larry also assisted with the cleanup which lasted for
two hours from 10 AM until noon. His efforts made a
significant difference in the amount of work
accomplished. The work complements the continued
efforts of Denise Siravo Lucey who owns the
neighboring properties and pays for her landscapers to
tend to the cemetery and surrounding areas on a
regular basis.

To read about the history of Westerly’s Cemetery #1,
please see our story in the April 2022 edition of
Westerly’s Witness entitled, “The History of Westerly
Cemetery #1,” available at
WesterlyHistoricalSociety.org/newsletters.
Information about the Reverend Joseph Park, who is
buried in Cemetery #1, is contained in this issue of
Westerly’s Witness in our feature story entitled,
“Reverend Park and Robert Raikes: A History,”
beginning on Page 5.

This project was just the first phase of a planned
program to further improve the cemetery, Phase 2 will
include adding dirt and grass to make the access path
smoother and decrease the angle of the slope. Phase 3
will include cleaning and resetting the grave stones
and searching for a few missing stones that are
believed to be hiding just below the surface.
WESTERLY’S HISTORIC CEMETERY #1 FOLLOWING THE CLEANUP
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Program Review-Joseph F. Fusaro, Jr.: The Westerly Jewelry Store Fire
By Ann L. Smith
find the article online, readers can search for “Blaze
On May 11, 2022, The Westerly Historical Society
from the Past: Potter-Langworthy Fire,” which should
was pleased to welcome back Joseph F. Fusaro, Jr. as
lead them to the story. Online readers click here.)
its latest featured speaker. Joseph Fusaro is an
Assistant Chief of the Westerly Fire Department and
Our limited space does not allow for the full
has served as its historian for many years. His in-depth account of what took place that night, but a few bits of
research and vivid writing style has enabled him to
trivia regarding the 1975 fire are noteworthy. The first
turn out captivating histories of the many fires in
interesting fact was that a wooden structure that had
which his department has been involved. By day Mr.
occupied the site was destroyed in 1905. The brick
Fusaro is a social studies teacher at Westerly Middle
structure that burned in 1975 survived a previous fire
School, and so is more than comfortable in front of a
in 1939. When the building was restored, its wooden
group.
beams were replaced by iron beams which
More than two dozen attendees turned out to watch nevertheless buckled from the 1100° F heat of the
second fire. The building had a sprinkler system at one
Joe Fusaro’s narrated slide show about the so-called
time but it had been removed several decades before
“Westerly Jewelry Store Fire,” more formally known
the building burned the second time.
as the “Potter-Langworthy Building Fire of 1975”.
Folks remember the incident as the “Westerly Jewelry
A fire engine remained at the scene until after 10
Store Fire” perhaps because Westerly Jewelry was
AM the following day. A total of three “re-kindles”
the most well-known of the nine shops that were lost
were attended to over the following two days. Fusaro
that night. Westerly Jewelry relocated to 8 High Street wrote in his “Blaze From the Past” that “[b]usiness
after the fire, and another casualty of the disaster,
owners such as Charlie Brooks of the Wayfarer
Jeanne’s School of Dance, remains in business on
provided food and coffee for the firemen throughout
Canal Street in Westerly.
the night and the building owners Parilla, Longolucco,
and Lenihan made arrangements with owners of the
The rest of the stores, including Louis Capuccio’s
Terminal Lunch Restaurant to serve firefighters
Tailor Shop, the Cozy Corner Restaurant and Pat’s
breakfast. Officials from the Salvation Army led by
Barber Shop had their fates sealed by what is
considered to be one of the three big fires that changed Joseph Potter also assisted in providing relief to the
the face of our downtown area for ever. The other two firefighters working.”
historic fires were the Wells Block fire of February 17,
The ruined structure was never rebuilt due in part to
1888, and the Rhode Island Hotel (formerly the Dixon the high inflation of 1975. The building was razed by
House) fire of 1928.
James Romanella and Sons on March 26, 1975 and the
Assistant Chief Fusaro’s presentation was filled
with little-known facts as he rattled off names,
numbers, and other data with impeccable precision.
Fusaro first set the scene by describing the freezing
weather that night, he named the movie that was
playing across the street, and described the look on
patrons’ faces as they emerged from theater into a real
horror show. A complete technical history followed,
beginning with the exact time of the alarm, the number
and types of equipment, the number of firefighters on
scene and which hydrants were used.
Because of Joe Fusaro’s affinity for documenting
Westerly’s fires in prolific detail, a written account of
the Potter-Langworthy Building Fire already exists
with the Westerly Fire Department’s website. Fusaro’s
article on the subject was published March 13, 2022
nearly forty-seven years to the day after the event. (To
Summer 2022

job took five days to complete using front loaders. The
loss is calculated conservatively to be between
$500,000 and $650,000, which is the equivalent of $3
million today. Investigators Edmund Gentile and
Henry Serbst from the State Fire Marshall’s Office
determined that the fire started in the basement either
beneath the Cozy Corner Restaurant or the Fashion
Showroom, but the exact cause was never established.
Fusaro stated that, had the fire happened in our
current time, the building might have been saved.
Sprinklers would have been operational, more airpacks
would have been in use, and response times would
have been shorter. But the Potter-Langworthy building
exists only as a piece of history, and its previous
location is a parking lot that lies just south of the
popular Amigos Restaurant. The Potter-Langworthy
Fire indeed changed the face of downtown forever.
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Reverend Park and Robert Raikes: A History
By Robert Peacock
The Westerly Historical Society owns a cemetery result the church in time merged with the dominant
in Westerly known as the Park Burial Ground which
New England sect, the Congregationalists. She also
was donated to the society in 1917. The transfer deed noted that the extent and dominance of the Church
to the property includes a physical description of the
government was the chief difference between these
cemetery property as well as a historical description
two groups and that Yankees were too jealous of their
indicating that “this land hereby conveyed is the land independence to submit to Presbytery.
once occupied by the Presbyterian Church of which
Robert Raikes was a British journalist and
Joseph Park was pastor from 1733 to 1757.”
philanthropist who was born on September 14th, 1735.
After taking possession of the cemetery in 1917,
the Westerly Historical Society installed a granite
memorial monument in the cemetery with an
inscription that reads “Memorial to Rev. Joseph Park
M.A. Pastor of the Presbyterian Church Which Stood
Near Here 1731 – 1758. He formed a Sunday School
in 1752 nearly 30 years before the experiment of
Robert Raikes.”

He was married to Anne Trigge and had ten children
including three sons and seven daughters. Robert
Raike was the son of a printer and newspaper
publisher, the Gloucester Journal. He inherited the
business when his father passed in 1757 and used the
proceeds to assist those in need. After a successful life
as a businessman and as a philanthropist, Raikes died
on April 5th, 1811 at the age of 76.

Raikes was known for founding and promoting
Many have asked these questions. Who was Joseph
Sunday School during a time when children did not
Park? Who was Robert Raikes? Why was it so
normally attend school. While children of the rich
important to note that Reverend Park formed a
often received instruction at home from their educated
Sunday School thirty years before Robert Raikes?
parents or hired teachers, most poor children had no
Joseph Park was born in Newton Massachusetts on such benefits. The majority of poor children were
March 12th, 1705. He was the son of John and
illiterate as were their parents and grandparents.
Elizabeth (Miller) Park who lived in Watertown,
Raikes was a prison reformer and believed that vice
Massachusetts. Joseph received his Bachelors degree
could be prevented easier that it could be cured. He
from Harvard College, the predecessor of Harvard
believed schooling was the best intervention and
University, in 1720, at the age of fifteen. He then
recognized that Sundays were the best time since
received his Masters degree in 1724. Harvard College many of the children, even the very young, worked in
was much smaller than today’s Harvard University
the factories or the fields six days a week.
and his graduating class in 1720 was less than forty
After noting the unsupervised poor behavior of
students. Joseph was ordained in 1732 as a
children
running wild on Sundays, he embarked upon
Presbyterian Minister and in the same year married
an
experiment
to provide the children with a more
his wife Abigail and moved to Westerly as a
stable and suitable option. He believed that the future
missionary to begin his own ministry. They lived the
of these children with no hope for education would
rest of their lives in Westerly and had nine children,
land them cold, sick, and starving in prison. He
seven boys and two girls.
developed a theory that ignorance leads to idleness
Reverend Park established the Presbyterian Church and idleness leads to vice and vice leads to prison. He
which was the first church in the Dunns Corners area
believed that he could reduce vice and subsequently
and was only the second church in the entire town of
reduce prison populations by working towards
Westerly. According to Denison, the church, also
reducing ignorance.
referred to as a meeting house, was built on a lot of
In 1780, he funded the work of a local woman who
land given by George Ninigret, chief sachem of the
taught older boys to be mentors to younger boys.
Indians. Reverend Park formed a Sunday School in
Additional women were then hired shortly after girls
1752.
were allowed to attend as well. Soon several women
Reverend Park was the one and only pastor of the
were teaching reading and writing in the morning
Presbyterian Church from its inception until it closed
from 10 to 12 and teaching Christian concepts in the
in 1770. Although Park was well-liked, Mary Agnes
afternoon from 1 to 5. The original textbook was the
Best, the author of the Town That Saved a State –
Bible and it was used to teach the children how to
Westerly, noted that Presbyterianism in that day was
read as well as how to share faith. Raikes also began
too highly spiced for Rhode Island palates and as a
(Continued on Page 8)
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Avondale Chapel Celebrates 175 Years of Service
The Avondale Chapel will hold a celebration on
August 21, 2022 175 years to the day after Ethan
Pendleton donated the land on which the Chapel
stands.

The public is invited to join in the anniversary
celebration on August 21st from 5-7 PM on the Chapel
grounds as the community pays tribute to the many
generations of volunteers who have preserved this
house of faith. Assorted refreshments will be served.

This historic landmark traces its beginnings to
1847, when on August 21 Ethan Pendleton conveyed
property in Avondale to a branch of the First Baptist
AVONDALE CHAPEL
Church of Westerly for erecting a church later to be
PHOTO: WWW.AVONDALECHAPEL.ORG
called Avondale Chapel. From that day to this, faithful
Christians have worshipped in the lovely facility so
well-maintained and preserved. The Chapel has
withstood fire (the first chapel was destroyed by fire
in 1852 and rebuilt that same year), destructive
hurricanes and even COVID, but stands welcoming
the faithful to its ecumenical summer services and
special occasions scheduled throughout the year. The
Avondale community has been granted use of the
Chapel for community meetings and has joined the
Central Baptist congregation in the maintenance and
support of this special and historic community
If You Go
resource.
The Avondale Chapel is located in the scenic
Avondale neighborhood of Westerly, Rhode Island.
Parking for the Avondale Chapel is limited. Our
parking lot has room for 18 cars. Street parking is
allowed on the north side of Avondale road only.
Please be sure not to obstruct our neighbors'
driveways, and observe all orange traffic cones.
Overflow parking is available at the Cooked Goose on
Watch Hill Road. Shuttle transportation will be
provided between the Cooked Goose and the Chapel.
AVONDALE CHAPEL INTERIOR
PHOTO: WWW.AVONDALECHAPEL.ORG

In the summer of 1859, the branch church became
an independent body with thirty-three members, led
by the first pastor, Rev. Nicholas H. Matteson, who
was himself ordained in the fall of 1849. Three years
later, on the 1st of December, the church, being
without a pastor, returned to the watchcare of the
parent church from which it had sprung. Over the
years, membership rose and waned as a gentle ground
swell, with the most memorable activity being a
Sunday School sponsored by the Avondale Mothers’
Club. Many adults here still remember the good times
at the Avondale Chapel.
The Avondale Chapel is now an outreach of The
Central Baptist Church. It was restored for services in
1989 and continues to be used for ecumenical worship
to this day.
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Directions
Follow Watch Hill Road southward for
approximately four miles until reaching the
intersection of Avondale Road. The Avondale Chapel
will be on the right.

“THE AVONDALE STROLL” BY GEORGE SCRIBNER
SCRIBNERART.COM
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The Westerly Historical Society

P.O. Box 91
Westerly, RI 02891

Reverend Park and Robert Raikes
(Continued from Page 6)
to use his printing presses to print reading books,
spelling books, and study books.
Soon there were more than one hundred children
between the ages of 6 and 14 attending the Sunday
school. Raikes observed that even with just one day of
stable and structured teaching the behavior of the
children in the community was improving. He
believed that is was because the children now had
something to look forward to after working hard all
week. The parents reported that their children were
being more respectful and the police were reporting
that the children were fighting less and stealing less.
The community appeared to have improved and
Raikes believed this was a direct result of his efforts.
Robert Raikes waited three years before
announcing in his newspaper that the experiment was
a success. He reported that police were having far
fewer issues with wayward or delinquent children and
parents were enjoying new levels of respect and
temperament. The article was reprinted in London and
elsewhere. Soon, approximately 4,000 Sunday
Schools were in operation all over England. Raikes
Summer 2022

continued to write articles touting the success of the
schools and other papers continued to share these
stories with their readers.
By 1788, there were approximately 300,000
children attending Sunday Schools and by 1831, over
a million children in Great Britain were ennrolled. By
1910, more than five million children were attending
Sunday School throughout the United Kingdom.
These schools preceded the first state-funded school
for the general public and are viewed as forerunners of
the English School System.
While Raikes’ efforts were perhaps the most
successful, the most noticeable, and the most
publicized, several Sunday schools had already been
established years before his “experiment”. These
included Saint Mary’s Church in Nottingham England
which started in 1751 and the Presbyterian Church in
Westerly under the guidance of Reverend Park which
started in 1752. This is why the monument and
inscription were commissioned by the Westerly
Historical Society giving proper credit to Reverend
Park for his foresight and efforts to form a Sunday
School at the Presbyterian Church in 1752 nearly 30
years before the experiment of Robert Raikes.
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