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Visit the Babcock

During the Holiday Season
 

     The volunteers of the Babcock

Museum and Westerly Historical Society would 

like to welcome you to the museum during the 

holiday season.  The 1734 mansion house and 

grounds will be decorated for Christmas, Joshua's 

Store will be open, and guided

visits will be provided at no charge.

 

     To be fully compliant with COVID

regulations, visits will be by reservation only for 

groups of five persons or fewer, and masks are 

required.  Museum visits will be available on 

Thursday and Friday evenings between 6 PM and 8 

PM, and Saturday afternoons from 2 PM to 4 PM. 

 Visits begin on Thursday, December 3rd with the 

final visits offered on Saturday, December 19th.

 

     To reserve a guided house visit please call the 

Babcock-Smith House Museum
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The volunteers of the Babcock-Smith House 

Museum and Westerly Historical Society would 

like to welcome you to the museum during the 

The 1734 mansion house and 

grounds will be decorated for Christmas, Joshua's 

Store will be open, and guided museum house 

visits will be provided at no charge. 

To be fully compliant with COVID-19 

regulations, visits will be by reservation only for 

groups of five persons or fewer, and masks are 

Museum visits will be available on 

ay evenings between 6 PM and 8 

PM, and Saturday afternoons from 2 PM to 4 PM. 

Visits begin on Thursday, December 3rd with the 

final visits offered on Saturday, December 19th. 

To reserve a guided house visit please call the 

Museum at 401-596-5704. 



Editor’s Notes 
Ann L. Smith 

     

     What would it take to change your views about the 

events of the past? How easily could you change your 

opinions? We all hold deep convictions on the things 

that matter to us, whether it deals with past historical 

events or history in the making. As historians we 

have a certain moral obligation to present objective, 

balanced accounts to the best of our ability. 
 

    In these times, we increasingly hear about the need 

to revise history. History, of course, cannot be 

changed.  How we talk about it, however, is wide 

open to all number of mechanisms that can shape our 

feelings about our past and our understanding of it.  
 

     It has been said that journalists carry the 

responsibility for writing the “first draft” of history, 

and much has been said about the ways we produce 

and consume our news.  The United States in 2020 

finds itself amidst an intense public conversation. 

One positive by-product of our tumultuous times is 

that many of us have become more educated in the 

fields of political science, civics, and the history of 

our country.  The downside is that erroneous talking 

points and tropes abound in the news, on social 

media, and throughout our cities and homes. Many 

ordinary folks do not seem to be inclined to inquire or 

dive deeply into historical research. The loss is theirs. 
 

    In today’s world, emotionality can catch a writer in 

its grip to the point where they begin to reach, or even 

“cheat” as it might be said. Promoting a thesis, of 

course, is quite acceptable, but arguments should be 

supported with complete and reliable data and sound 

explanations. Once published, we all need to 

understand that verified factual information carries 

more emotional weight for certain readers than for 

others.  So while we are free to disagree, 

understanding, respect, and empathy should influence 

everything we think, write and say.   
 

     The reason for my bringing up fairness within the 

historical realm is that we have all been subject to 

misinformation in these times of heated political 

debate. Historical revisionists have lofty ideals, and 

new research, when balanced and fair, is valuable. 

The challenge is in analyzing a set of facts and 

rounding out the discussion of them with a critical 

approach.   
 

      Leslie M. Harris,  professor of History and  
 

African American Studies at Northwestern University  

recently wrote, “An accurate understanding of our 

history must present a comprehensive picture...” 

Indeed, comprehensiveness should be our loftiest of 

goals when understanding our history. We should 

strive for equanimity and appreciation when dealing 

with one another. Calm and focused writing no doubt 

has the best chance of being respected. As historians, 

may I suggest that we all strive to think critically, 

broaden our views, and strive to do our best.    
 

 
      

     This month we are pleased to bring you a short 

piece on River Bend Cemetery and the changes going 

on there as renovations continue on the administration 

building. Supervisor Greg Howard gave us an 

interview recently. He provided a wealth of 

background about the cemetery and shared some 

things that you might not already know. We hope you 

enjoy “Where the River Bends” beginning on Page 3. 
 

     While many of us have been self-isolating this year, 

our attention has turned to more solitary activities. My 

own mother, (God bless her!) can read a book a day. 

The Newfoundland Public Library in Pennsylvania 

I’m sure by now has granted her VIP status. When 

recommending her recent favorites, I often need to 

remind her that I consume mostly non-fiction.  But 

something has changed of late. I’m not sure if Mom 

has finally exhausted the fiction offerings of her local 

outlet, or if her interests have been piqued by current 

events, so these days Mom’s “brain food” consists of 

the many tell-all tomes put out by former government 

employees. She now joins the ranks of the many 

Americans who have taken a renewed interest in 

politics and current affairs.  
 

     Two good non-fiction works about Rhode Island in 

earlier times have come to our attention via Pamela 

Scott, our program chairperson. We hope you will read 

our information concerning Sons of Providence by 

Charles Rappleye and God, War and Providence by 

James A. Warren. Details are on Page 5.  
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Where the River Bends: Some Notes on River Bend Cemetery

   Down where the river bends, 

   With God’s help we’ll meet again 

   Under the same old sycamore tree 

   Proud of each other and the land of the free
 

     When we heard of the renovations taking place at 
Westerly’s River Bend Cemetery, we thought it 
would be a good time to look back at the history of 
the place and find out what visitors can expect once 
the new administration pavilion reopens. 
Superintendent Greg Howard was most 
accommodating in granting a short-notice interview 
and he shared with us some little-known facts about 
Westerly’s largest cemetery. 
 

     Incorporated in 1849 as Elm Grove Cemetery 
consecrated in 1852, River Bend Cemetery is t
resting place for more than 18,000 departed souls. 
The original name was abandoned to avoid confusion 
with the Mystic, Connecticut cemetery by the same 
name. In its current configuration, River Bend will be 
able to accept many more before it reach
even though upwards of ninety percent of its 
has been dedicated. Located between the eastern bank 
of the Pawcatuck River and Beach Street in Westerly, 
River Bend Cemetery has been in demand 
founding due to its pleasant views of the river and 
surrounding landscape. Costs for burial sites vary, but 
those overlooking the water are the most in demand 
and lead the list of selections. 
 

     The administration building, until recently, has 
looked much the same as it did when it was f
erected.  Anyone who has ever seen the interior 
knows that the old oak counter and matching table 
had a way of evoking a sense of sentimentality. That, 
combined with the framed, “Rules and Regulations” 
from 1900 made taking care of business there a li
less hard in times of stress. The “Rules” list such 
admonishments as, “No horse is to be left unfastened 
without a keeper,” and, “No horse is to be fastened, 
except at the posts and rails provided for that 
purpose.”     
 

     Sometime in 1970s, a drop ceiling was installed. 
Although the modern ceiling tiles accommodated 
newer lights, allowed for better heat distribution and 
less noise, the newly renovated administration 
building will feature views of the original cathedral
_________ 

     *From “Down Where the River Bends” composed by Jack 

Anglin, George Peck , and Johnnie Wright 
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Proud of each other and the land of the free.* 
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From “Down Where the River Bends” composed by Jack 

ceiling. New siding will replace the
that have become so compromised that birds were 
found to be nesting there. 
 

     A ramp to accommodate perso
 is planned for the building’s exterior and is in keeping 
with the look and feel of the original building.
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     Certain gravesites at River Bend predate its 

opening, these having been established to 

accommodate the remains of deceased persons who 

first were buried elsewhere. R

Westerly has over forty historic cemeteries within its 

borders. These old burying grounds are a testament to 

a different time when families or smaller communities 

established their own burial grounds, unaffiliated with 

a church or public enterprise. According to 

superintendent Greg Howard, the oldest grave to be 

identified to date at River Bend bears the date of death 

as 1774.      
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first were buried elsewhere. Readers will recall that 

Westerly has over forty historic cemeteries within its 

borders. These old burying grounds are a testament to 

a different time when families or smaller communities 

established their own burial grounds, unaffiliated with 

ublic enterprise. According to 

superintendent Greg Howard, the oldest grave to be 

at River Bend bears the date of death 
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Where the River Bends
 

(Continued from Page 3)   
  

     Greg Howard, since assuming the role of 

superintendent about three years ago, has undertaken 

two projects to make River Bend’s gravesite data 

more accessible to the public via the internet. The 

popular web site FindAGrave.com contains 

information on gravesites located around the world 

and users are free to add and update records at no 

charge. Photographs of graves can also be uplo

Three years ago, FindAGrave.com contained about 

14,000 River Bend entries. Now at least 18,000 of 

River Bend’s graves are listed, and most contain a 

photo. The increase is due in large part to the efforts 

of Greg Howard and his staff. Within the near

nearly all of River Bend’s dead will be on 

FindAGrave.com.  
 

     Another ongoing project involves creating a digital 

record of each grave using the original records filed 

away on cards. Due to the age of some of the records 

and the varying sizes of the cards, this task has proven 

to be time consuming. Eventually Greg hopes to have 

the database made available to the public.  This 

digitization project is expected to be completed within 

about one to two years.   
 

     Greg Howard is the twelfth supervisor at River 

Bend Cemetery. The first was the Reverend John 

Taylor. Frederic Denison in Westerly and its 

Witnesses (1878) wrote that Taylor was still in charge 

at the time Westerly and its Witnesses was printed. 

Cemetery records actually list two other 

superintendents around that time: Captain Joshua 

Thompson, Jr. (served 1871-1877) and Tyler 

Lanphear (served 1877-1879).  The names of all 

former board members also have been carefully 

preserved, and they include many of our most 

prominent citizens of the last two centuries.  

include Stephen Wilcox, Rowse Babcock, Orlando 

Smith, Ethan Wilcox, Everett Barns and George 

Greenman. 
 

     Many of the monuments in River Bend Cemetery 

were the products of the Smith Granite Company. 

Westerly granite is well-known for its exceptional 

quality due its hardness and fine grain. 

2020, the Babcock Smith House docents 

walking tours of River Bend Cemetery so as to 

provide the history behind some of the more notable 
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Where the River Bends  creations there. More information on this topic can be 

found in the book, Built from Stone

Granite Story (2011). It is available via the Babcock

Smith House web site or at Amazon.com.
 

     River Bend Cemetery is the final resting place for a 

great many of our former local citizens who made 

their marks on history. Several m

States Congress, some state legislators, 

held local public offices have taken their final resting 

places at River Bend. Included in the list of 

people are two recipients of the Congressional Medal 

of Honor:  David Johnson Naylor (U.S. Navy) and 

James A. Barber of the 1
st
 Rhode Island Light 

Artillery. Both earned their medals for their heroism 

during the Civil War. Naylor was a powder boy 

aboard the U.S.S. Oneida during the engagement at 

Mobile Bay when his passing box (u

carrying powder bags to the artillery

shot from his hands and landed in an enemy ship just 

below the Oneida’s bow. Naylor

recovered his box, and returned to his post. The 

encounter ended with the capture of the rebel ship 

Tennessee and the damaging of Fort Morgan.
 

JAMES A. B
PHOTO COURTESY OF RIVER 

 

     James A. Barber was one of twenty artillerymen 

who voluntarily accompanied an infantry assaulting 

party at Petersburg, Virginia in 

aided in capturing some enemy guns and helped 

vanquish them using those same weapons taken only 

moments before. The “Siege of Petersburg

for nine months (since June, 1864) but ended on that 

day. The Civil War ended when General Robert E. 

Lee surrendered exactly one week later.
 

     River Bend Cemetery is a non

located at 117 Beach Street in Westerly. Inquiries may 

be directed to info@RiverBendCemetery.org.
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James A. Barber was one of twenty artillerymen 

who voluntarily accompanied an infantry assaulting 

party at Petersburg, Virginia in On April 2, 1865. He 

enemy guns and helped 

same weapons taken only 

of Petersburg” had lasted 

(since June, 1864) but ended on that 

day. The Civil War ended when General Robert E. 

Lee surrendered exactly one week later. 

River Bend Cemetery is a non-profit organization 

117 Beach Street in Westerly. Inquiries may 

be directed to info@RiverBendCemetery.org. 

                                                            4   



 

Rhode Island Non-Fiction Books of Interest 
 

Sons of Providence God, War and Providence 
     We heard of a possible book reading of Sons of 

Providence: The Brown Brothers, the Slave Trade, and 

the American Revolution (2006) by Charles Rappleye 

scheduled for next year in the Providence area. We will 

keep our readership informed if such an event 

materializes. In the meantime, spending some private 

time with this in-depth historical work most likely will 

be time well spent.  
 

     “This dual biography is drawn from voluminous 
family papers and other primary sources and is a 
dramatic story of an epic struggle for primacy between 
two very different brothers. It also provides a fresh and 
panoramic view of the founding era. Samuel Adams 
and Nathanael Greene take turns here, as do Stephen 
Hopkins, Rhode Island's great revolutionary leader and 
theorist, and his brother Esek, first commodore of the 
United States Navy. We meet the Philadelphia 
abolitionists Anthony Benezet 
and James Pemberton, and 
Providence printer John 
Carter, one of the pioneers of 
the American press. For all the 
chronicles of America's 
primary patriarch, none 
documents, as this book does, 
George Washington's sole 
public performance in 
opposition to the slave trade.” 
[Source: Simon and Schuster, 
publisher.] 

 

     Doris Kearns Goodwin, author of Team of 
Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln 
wrote, “Through this profoundly moving story of two 
brothers—one a slave trader, the other an abolitionist—
Rappleye brings to vivid life the history of a formative 
period in our nation’s life. It is a terrific story and a 
splendid work of history.” 
 

     “An absorbing account.” – Michael Kenney, The 
Boston Globe 
 

     Charles Rappleye was an award-winning 
investigative journalist and editor. He wrote 
extensively on media, law enforcement, and organized 
crime. His other books include Robert Morris: 
Financier of the American Revolution; and Herbert 
Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the 
Presidency. In 2018 he lost his six-year battle with 
cancer and died in Los Angeles at the age of 62. 
 

     Westerly Historical Society member Julien (Jules) 

Vachon recently wrote to us 

about the book, God, War, and 

Providence: The Epic Struggle 

of Roger Williams and the 

Narragansett Indians against 

the Puritans of New England 

(2018) by James A. Warren.  

 Critical reviews include: 
 

     “An engaging history of the 

long struggle between the 

Puritan oligarchy and New 

England's most important Indian tribe, in which Roger 

Williams, America’s first advocate of religious 

freedom, played a vital role. Williams established 

Rhode Island as a refuge from Puritan domination, 

and a place where Indian and English settlers could 

live side by side, in peace.  If you want to know about 

the origins of religious diversity and cultural pluralism 

in America, read this compelling book.” —Chester 

Gillis, Professor of Theology, Georgetown 

University 
 

     “In God, War, and Providence, James Warren 

accomplishes many tasks: he adds to the far too brief 

historiography of the small, radical colony that helped 

to shape the philosophical underpinnings of this 

nation; he renders comprehensible the complex 

relationships of 17th century religious dissenters and 

Native Americans; and he exposes his readers to the 

challenges of researching the Colonial Era—a scant 

and untrustworthy written record and even fewer 

records that capture the Native American perspective.  

And all the while he does this is an engaging and 

enjoyable narrative that is a pleasure to read.” — C. 

Morgan Grefe, PhD, Executive Director, Rhode 

Island Historical Society 
 

      James A. Warren is a former visiting scholar in the 

American Studies Department at Brown University. 

His articles have appeared in MHQ: The  

Quarterly Journal of Military History, Vietnam 

Magazine, Society, and The Providence Journal. For 

 For many years Warren was an acquisitions editor in 

the fields of history, religion, and ethnic studies at 

Columbia University Press. Educated at Brown, he 

lives in Saunderstown, Rhode Island. 
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The Westerly Historical Society Needs Your Help!    

     From the desk of Westerly Historical Society 

Archivist, Zachary J. Garceau: 

     Over the last several years, there has been a 

mystery which has eluded me.  It appears that 

some time in 1976 (or perhaps earlier) the 

Westerly Historical Society was given a time 

capsule to be opened in 2076.  Despite searching 

for any reference to this donation in our 

newsletters from 1975 and 1976, there does not 

seem to be any record of the acquisition.  The 

time capsule itself offers us several important 

clues.  The body of the capsule reads: 

 

TO WESTERLY 2076 

FROM GRADE 5 ROOM 17 

DUNNS CORNERS SCHOOL 

1976 

         This is where you, the reader, come in.  Did 

you or anyone you know attend Dunn’s Corners 

School in 1976? Do 

you have any 

information on this 

time capsule 

(newspaper articles, 

school documents, 

etc.)? While it is 

unlikely that anyone 

involved in the 

creation of this time 

capsule will still be 

with us in 2076, it is 

important that we maintain any related documents 

so that future generations may know exactly what 

to do when July 4, 2076 arrives.  If you have any 

information, please contact the Archivist at 

whsarchivist@gmail.com.  
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